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Moderator
RODNEY LINNELL
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D. S. BRYANT
Superintending School Committee 
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GERALD CUSHING
Sealer of Weights and Measures
COLA YORK
Fire Chief and Fire Ward 
WILLIAM AUSTIN
Health Officer 
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REPORT OF TOWN OFFICERS
T O W N  OF PERU 3
To the Citizens of the Town of Peru:
Your Town Officers herewith submit the following report 
for the fiscal year ending February 1, 1949.
ASSESSORS’ REPORT
Real Estate Resident $286,160.00
” ” Non-Resident 449,297.00
Total Real Estate $735,457.00
Personal Estate Resident $ 46,937.00
” ” Non-Resident 212,420.00 259,357.00
Grand Total $994,814.00
Total Value of Land 178,067.00
” ” ” Buildings 557,390.00
TAXABLE LIVE STOCK AND POULTRY
No. Avg. Value Total Value
Horses and Mules 67 $61.34 $ 4,110.00
Cows 237 51.31 12,160.00
Bulls, Oxen and Steers 35 65.43 2,290.00
Heifers, over 2 years 33 40.00 1,320.00
Heifers, 18 months 31 37.07 1,165.00
Poultry (over 50) 14 .50 7.00
$21,052.00
EXEMPT LIVE STOCK AND POULTRY
Yearlings 37 23.66 875.00
Sheep 45 8.11 365.00
Swine 43 16.74 720.00
Poultry 950 .50 475.00
ALL OTHER PERSONAL PROPERTY
Stock in Trade $ 9,325.00
Unmanufactured Materials in Mills 30,486.00
W ood and Bark 53,926.00
Lumber 1,400.00
Boats 11 580.00
Gas Pumps 21 955.00
Musical Instruments 3 175.00
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Radios
Furniture
Finished Products in Mills 
Tractors
Machinery and Equipment 
Other Property
227 4,055.00
88 8,135.00
85,653.00
1 150.00
1,750.00
41,815.00 $238,305.00
Taxable Live Stock and Poultry 21,052.00
Total Amount of Personal Property $259,357.00
APPROPRIATED AND ASSESSED
Common Schools $11,000.00
High School Tuition 7,000.00
Books and Supplies 600.00/
Repairs and Equipment 800.00
Superintendent 504.20
Office Expense 45.00
Interest on School Fund 34.38
Support of Poor 2,500.00
Summer Roads & Bridges 5,000.00
Maint. State & State Aid Roads 900.00
Town Officers Bills 2,800.00
Town Cemeteries 100.00
Memorial Day 20.00
Health Nursing 100.00
Reconstruction of Third Class Road 3,500.00
State Aid Road Construction 900.00
Special Resolve Road Maint. 300.00
Snow Removal 5,000.00
Pleasant Street 1,000.00
West Side Worthley Pond 3,500.00
Town Owned Buildings 500.00
Fire Station & Garage 2,500.00
Worthley Pond Dump 200.00
Town Street Lights 850.00
West Peru School Lot 250.00
Fire Department & Approaches 500.00
Appropriated and Assessed
Supplementary Tax 
No. Polls Taxed 285
No. Polls not taxed 23
Poll Tax $3.00
v 50,403.58
$152.90
Rate of Taxation .61
Rate of Collection .013
Excise Tax Collection .15
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SUMMER ROADS AND BRIDGES
Appropriated $ 5,000.00
Rec’d Hubert Priest $ 12.50
” Town of Peru, truck hire 958.37
” Thomas Dickson 30.00
” Oscar Putnam 50.00
” Merle Knox Jr. 9.50
------------ -- $ 6,060.37
Paid:
George Byron, foreman 1,341.18
Joe Gillis, labor 204.00
Earl Byron, labor 5.25
Rollins Kidder, supplies 90.33
Koppers Inc., tar 97.65
Knox Garage, supplies 47.55
Murray Mac Co., supplies 16.25
Ralph Kidder, supplies 65.99
Harold Packard, gravel & truck 101.13
Harlow Floyd, labor 9.00
Gene Farrar, labor 6.75
Preston Donahue, labor 2.25
Merle Knox Jr., truck 1,049.70
R. I. Mitchell Inc., supplies 22.98
Flora Gordon, supplies 255.63
Bryant Oldham, labor 5.00
Ludwick Baltruzaytis, labor 72.00
Legeres Hardware, supplies 7.73
Ridlon Lumber Co., supplies 8.40
Rumford Oil Co., fuel 135.00
Treasure of State, shovel 116.54
Lincoln Scott, labor 89.50
Conrad Knox, labor 67.75
Maurice Oldham, labor 6.15
Earl Chenery, labor 521.15
Moose Horn Garage, supplies 6.95
Walter Byron, gravel & Supplies 452.41 
Charlie Sedgbear, labor 13.50
Joe Green, labor 18.75
Town of Peru, truck 60,90
Grafton Gordon, supplies 8.00
G. L. Brackett, labor 32.00
Thomas Dickson, plank 132.09
Charlie Patenaude, labor 5.25
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Ray Wentzell, truck 48.15
Alfred Marble, truck 11.25
C. H. Towle, supplies 10.74
Arthur Shaw, labor 90.75
Norman Hanson, labor 44.50
Anthony Mockus, labor 54.75
Maine Truck & Tractor, repairs 396.46
John Steele, truck 14.00
Southworth Mach. Co., repairs 9.66
Northeastern Petroleum Co., supplies 86.73 
Ralph Clark, supplies .35
Henry Hussey, labor 36.70
Arthur Child, labor 7.50
Maurice Farrar, truck 41.70
V. A. Eastman, Blacksmithing 6.75
S. A. Hazelton, supplies 8.53
Linus Libby, gravel 12.60
Nellie Sanders, gravel 10.30
C. E. Hines, gravel .90
M. B. Knox Sr., truck 50.63
John Robbins, truck 31.50
Albert Viitala, truck 12.75
Paul Holmes, Chenery account 13.85
Peter Malasouskis, labor 120.75
Sylvia Byron, labor 3.75
Dennis Russell, labor 15.00
Ernest Child, labor 3.00
John Kasregis, labor 25.50
Rosario DeFossie, truck 22.50
Lester Child, labor 7.50
New England Metal Culvert Co. 255.74
Morrison Garage, Supplies 9.00
A. H. Wentworth, supplies 4.50
Overdrawn
PLEASANT STREET
Appropriated
Paid:
George Byron, foreman $
Lincoln Scott, labor 
Arthur Shaw, labor 
Merle Knox, Jr., truck 
Philip Pressie, labor
87.00 
48.75
45.00 
52.13 
17.25
6,542.99
482.62
1,000.00
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Albert Viitala, truck 25.20
Town of Peru, truck 52.13
Leland Knapp, truck 51.00
Maurice Farrar, truck 49.50
John Robbins, truck 115.13
Cecil Merrill, truck 45.00
Ray Wentzell, truck 60.00
Alfred Marble, truck 45.00
Harold Packard, Sr., truck 4.50
Maine Duntile, supplies 189.15
Morrison’s Garage, wrecker 15.00
Treasurer of State, shovel 122.00
Overdrawn $
i
STATE AID CONSTRUCTION
RIDGE ROAD
Unexpended 1947 $
Appropriated
Received from State
Trans, from Betterment “ B” State
Special Resolve
Paid:
Henry Hussey, foreman $ 124.30
Joe Gillis, labor 84.00
Arthur Child, labor 72.00
Conrad Knox, labor 34.50
Earland Hall, labor 2.25
Joe Harlow Floyd, labor 2.25
Anthony Mockus, labor 3.00
Gene Farrar, labor 2.25
Maurice Oldham, labor 3.00
Koppers Inc, tar 357.00
Harold Packard Jr., labor 18.75
Leland Knapp, truck 49.50
Merle K nox Jr., truck 104.55
Albert Viitala, truck 188.70
M. B. Knox, Sr., truck 73.95
John Robbins, truck 166.05
Maurice Farrar, truck 96.75
Harold Packard, truck 137.25
1,023.74
23.74
1,538.33
900.00 
1,575.00
500.00
550.00
5,063.33
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Paid:
Town of Peru, truck
Alfred Marble, truck
Ray Wentzell, truck
Cecil Merrill, truck
Treasurer of State, shovel
Linus Libby, gravel
Walter Byron, gravel
Lincoln Scott, labor
Earl Chenery, labor
Everett Shea, labor
James Beedy, labor
Arthur Shaw, labor
New England Metal Culvert Co.
John Steel, truck
104.55
65.25
86.70
70.50 
481.90 
125.65
21.85
90.70
14.50 
6.75 
1.50 
8.63
74.09
40.80 $ 2,713.42
GREEN WOODS
*
Henry Hussey, foreman 163.90
Lincoln Scott, labor 169.43
George Byron, labor 23.20
Arthur Child, labor 54.00
Town of Peru, truck 220.58
Harold Packard Sr., truck 166.13
Earl Chenery, labor 43.00
Treasurer of State, shovel 753.35
Joe Gillis, labor 73.13
Merle Knox, Sr., truck 17.85
Harold Packard, Jr., labor 24.00
Olen Russell, welding 20.50
Rollins Kidder, supplies 16.80
New England Metal Culvert Co. 342.31
to
Mathias Mooney, chain 19.53
Maurice Oldham, chain 12.00
Town of Rumford, compressor 132.79
Knox Garage, supplies 3.94 $ 2,256.44
$ 4,969.86
Unexpended $ 93.47
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THIRD CLASS MAINTENANCE AND
RECONSTRUCTION
Appropriated $
Received Alex Dragoon
Available $
Henry Hussey, foreman $ 181.50
Earl Chenery, labor 33.50
Joe Gillis, labor 91.14
Arthur Child, labor 115.51
Conrad Knox, labor 35.25
Everett Shea, labor 9.38
Earland Hall, labor 2.63
Harlow Floyd, labor 2.63
Anthony Mockus, labor 2.63
Gene Farrar, labor 2.63
James Beedy, labor 2.63
Maurice Oldham, labor 2.63
Arthur Shaw, labor 11.25
Merle Knox Jr., truck 22.95
Koppers Inc., tar 457.85
Linus Libby, gravel 201.45
Walter Byron, gravel 12.10
Nellie Sanders, gravel 11.00
Town of Peru, truck 251.18
Albert Viitala, truck 159.30
Merle Knox Sr., truck 103.35
Lincoln Scott, labor 106.50
Maurice Farrar, truck 104.25
Harold Packard, truck 109.50
Cecil Merrill, truck 84.38
Ray Wentzell, truck 108.38
John Robbins, truck 243.99
David Hall, labor 6.00
Harold Packard Jr., labor 18.38
Alfred Marble, truck 56.25
Leland Knapp, truck 53.03
John Steele, truck 36.98
Malcolm Priest, labor 12.38
3,500.00
22,32
3,522.32
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Treasurer of State, shovel 573.40
Maine Duntile, culvert 28.16
New England Culvert Co. 255.19 $
Unexpended $
WEST SIDE OF WORTHLEY POND ROAD
Appropriated $
Rec’d Byron Joy $ 78.40
Sam Campbell 77.88
Town of Peru 27.50
Rollins Kidder 17.85
Rollins Kidder 18.20
New England Metal Culvert Co. 117.80
Available $
Paid:
Henry Hussey, foreman 162.25
Treasurer of State, shovel 616.10
Earl Chenery, labor 32.00
Joe Gillis, labor 91.13
Arthur Child, labor 92.63
Conrad Knox, labor 10.88
Merle Knox, Jr., truck 43.75
Everett Shea, labor 3.75
Earland Hall, labor 1.88
Harlow Floyd, labor 1.88
Anthony Mockus, labor 1.88
Gene Farrar, labor 3.75
James Beedy, labor 3.75
Maurice Oldham, labor and gravel 49.30
Arthur Shaw, labor 10.88
Wayne Beedy, labor 3.75
C. E. Hines, gravel 8.55
Koppers Inc., tar 423.04
C. Irish, Jr., labor 20.25
Town of Peru, truck 225.13
Harold Packard Sr., truck - gravel 507.68 
Maurice Farrar, truck 165.76
Ray Wentzell, truck 153.50
Rosario BeFossie, truck 7.50
Lincoln Scott, labor 108.18
New England Metal Culvert Co. 422.38
3,509.26
13.06
3,500.00
3,837.63
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Cecil Merrill, truck 113.13
M. B. Knox Sr., truck 147.91
Leland Knapp, truck 36.00
Alfred Marble, truck 97.88
Maine Duntile, culvert 56.55 S 3,628.00
Unexpended S
i 209.63
RESOLVE ROAD
Appropriated $ 300.00
Paid:
Henry Hussey, labor $ 7.70
Joe Gillis, labor 7.50
Arthur Child, labor 5.25
Earl Chenery, labor 4.00
Arthur Shaw, labor 3.00
Conrad Knox, labor 3.00
Merle Knox, Jr., truck 10.20
Everett Shea, labor 1.88
Wayne Beedy, labor 1.88
James Beedy, labor 1.88
C. E. Hines, gravel 3.60
Maurice Oldham, labor 1.88
Koppers Inc. Co., tar 156.19 $ 207.96
*
Unexpended $ 92.04
WORTHLEY POND DUMP
Appropriated
Unexpended
$ 200.00 
94.75
Available $ 294.75
Paid:
Lincoln Scott, labor $ 12.50
Joe Gillis, labor 3.75
Cephus Irish, labor 3,75
Henry Hussey, labor 5.50
Maurice Oldham, labor 7.50
Arthur Child, labor 3.75
Town of Peru, truck 10.20
Maurice Farrar, truck 10.20
Ray Wentzell, truck 12.00
Harold Packard Sr., truck 9.00
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Ridlon Lumber Co., supplies .98
Treasurer of State, shovel 36.60 •
Maurice Oldham, land 75.00
Merle Knox Jr., labor 2.00 $ 210.93
Unexpended $ 83.82
ROAD IMPROVEMENT
4
Received from State $ 724.41
Paid:
Henry Hussey, foreman $ 47.30
Joe Gillis, labor 24.00
Harold Packard, truck 61.88
Albert Viitala, truck 51.00
Arthur Child, labor 18.00
Lincoln Scott, labor 42.00
Maurice Farrar, truck 63.00
John Robbins, truck 77.63
Town of Peru, truck 61.20
Ray Wentzell, truck 61.20
M. B. Knox Sr., truck 18.00
George Byron, labor 4.00
Walter Byron, gravel 97.90
Treasurer of State, shovel 195.20 $ 822.31
Overdrawn $ 97.90
Appropriated by State 1947 & 1948 $ 1,192.29
Unexpended balance $ 467.88
MAINTENANCE STATE AID HIGHWAY
Unexpended balance $ 272.30
Appropriation 900.00
Available $ 1,172.30
Paid:
Treasurer of State $ 891.50 $ 891.50
Unexpended balance $ 280.80
SNOW REMOVAL
Appropriated $ 5,000.00
Rec’d C. P. Daniels 25.00
State Treasurer 429.86
Ralph Kidder 14.66
Gilbert Brackett 3.30
George Byron 5.00
Stanley & Cadigan 230.72
Earland Bowie 4.25
Treasurer of State 27.44
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Available $ 5,740.23
George Byron, foreman $ 763.87
Merle Knox Jr., labor 351.25
Donald Lane, labor 17.25
Conrad Hall, labor 2.25
Rollins Kidder, labor & supplies 110.50
Moose Horn Garage, supplies 31.75
Ralph Kidder, gas 147.04
B. M. Clark Co., supplies 112.37
Southworth Machine Co., supplies 35.95 
Olen Russell, welding 329.11
Stanley & Cadigan, supplies 505.88
John Steele, labor 14.00
Earl Byron, labor 42.75
Boivins, welding 97.14
Alton Lovejoy, labor 3.75
S. A. Hazelton, gas 42.12
Treasurer of State, salt 30.44
Knox Garage, supplies 3.80
Ashley Rafuse, labor 14.49
Merle Knox, labor 2.38
Joe Gillis, labor 115.50
C. H. Towle, supplies 2.55
Walter Byron, supplies 157.55
Earl Eastman, labor 4.50
Morrisons Garage, supplies 2.50
Rumford Oil Co., fuel 48.77
Foggs Trans., express 2.70
Charles Patenaude, labor 6.00
G. L. Brackett, labor 41.65
Flora Gordon, gas 11.50
Harold Packard, labor 92.10
LeRoy Oldham, labor 118.00
Harold Packard Jr., labor 53.25
Stowell MacGreg. Welding 37.33
Maine Truck & Tractor, supplies 8.89
\
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ij Frost Motor Supply, fuel 86.14
Rosario DeFossee, labor 45.63
Arthur Child, labor 15.38
Marshall Garneau, labor 2.63
James Tibbets, labor 1.50
Central Garage, supplies 2.75 $ 3,514.91
Unexpended $ 2,225.32
TOWN OFFICERS
Appropriated $ 2,800.00
Paid:
Ralph Kidder, 3rd Selectman $ 15.75
Maurice Oldham, 1st Selectman 515.00
Isaac Searles, 2nd Selectman 290.00
Gilbert Brackett, 3rd Selectman 547.50
Arlene Jordan, Clerk & Treas. 450.00
John Gerrish, Health Officer 124.28
Geraldine Donahue, School Com. 14.00
Mary Vaughn, School Com. 14.00
Sarah Harlow, School Com. 14.00
Rollins Kidder, Tax Collector 834.39
Rodney Linnell, Moderator 10.50
A. G. Howard, Moderator 2.50
Sadie Irish, Ballot Clerk 15.00
Agnes York, Ballot Clerk 5.00
Sidney Hazelton, Ballot Clerk 10.00 $ 2,861.92
Overdrawn $ 61.92
TOWN STREET LIGHTS
Appropriated $ 850.00
Paid:
Rumford Falls Light Company $ 775.78 $ 775.78
Unexpended $
#
74.22
P aid :
OTHER TOWN S POOR
Mrs. Hattie Manning Acct.
Rumford Community Hosp. $
Alfred Oestrich 
Gilbert Brackett
28.50
89.50
12.50
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Dr, N. Somers 15.50
Turners Cash Market 148.99 S 294.99
Due from Town of Bethel Feb. 1, 1948 186.50
$ 481.49
Rec'd from Town of Bethel $ 440.93
Due from Town of Bethel 5 40.56
Paid: Lillian Martin Acct.
Rumford Community Hospital $ 139.60
Dr. G. G. Defoe 130.50
Gilbert Brackett 10.14 $ 280.24
Rec’d from Town of Brunswick $ 274.74
Due from Town of Brunswick $ 5.50
Paid: Phillip Pressie Acct.
Turners Cash Market $ 28.02 $ 28.02
Due from Town of Rome $ 28.02
TOWN POOR
Appropriated $ 2,500.00
R ec’d Frank Norris $ 6.00
Ralph E. Atkins 140.00
Ludwick Baltruzaytis 72.00
Emp. Ins Assurance Corp. 18.00
J. Leighton Knight 22.23 $ 258.23
$ 2,758.23
AID NO. I
Paid: Dan Conant Acct:
Herman DeAngelis $ 463.85
Dr. G. G. Defoe 31.25
Elizabeth Cole 316.50
$ 811.60
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AID NO. 2
Paid: Wm. Gross Acct:
Dr. G. G. Defoe $ 35.50
Selma Farrar 124.96
Stanley Jankouskis 6.00
E. A. Hawthorne 143,00
Lester Child 7.50
L. A. Farrar 7.50
$ 324.46
Received Frank Norris 6.00
$ 318.46
AID NO. 3
Paid: Ludwick Baltruzaytis Acct:
Rollins Kidder $ 234.39
Mikes Surplus 9.60
Dr. G. G. Defoe 9.00
DeAngelis, Herman 59.65
Central Maine General Hospital 10.00
$ 322.64
Received from Ludwick 72.00
$ 250.64
Received Emp. Ins.
Assurance 18.00
$ 232.64
AID NO. 4
Paid: Aurie Knight Acct:
Mrs. Clarence Jackson $ 695.78
E. A. Hawthorne 6.00
Goodridge Nursing Home 58.33
$ 760.11
Received Ralph Atkins 140.00
$ 620.11
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Paid:
Paid:
Paid:
Paid:
Paid:
P aid :
AID NO. 5
Clarion Child Acct:
Mikes Surplus $ 20.94
E. A. Hawthorne 12.00
G. O. Gardner 2.25
Ralph Kidder 59.12
$ 94.31
AID NO. 6
Frank Potter Acct:
Rumford Community Hospital $ 112.30
E. A. Hawthorne 80.00
$ 192.30
Received J. Leighton Knight 22.23
$ 170.27
AID NO. 7
C. H. North Acct:
G. L. Brackett $ 2.21
AID NO. 8
Ada Storer Acct:
Grace Darrington $ 141.65
Herman DeAngelis 120.65
L. A. Harding 12.00
A. E. Hawthorne 75.00
Ralph Farnham 10.00
$ 359.30
AID NO, 9
John Kazukas
Herman DeAngelis $ 241.38
Frank Norris 7.50
$ 248.88
AID NO. 10
Eugene Knox Acct:
Treasurer of State $ 11.00
/
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AID NO. 11
Paid: Bernardine Putnam Acct:
Dr. Dexter Elsemore $ 25.00
Milton Vaughn 6.70
Meader & Son 11.00
Mrs. Clarence Jackson 263.66
Rumford Community Hospital 103.00
$ 409.36
AID NO. 12
Paid: Kenneth Stinchfield Acct:
Town of Carthage $ 116.28
AID NO. 13
Paid: George Garland Acct:
Heffrons General Store $
Merrills Store
Howards
7.00
31.36
14.70
$ 53.06 $
Overdrawn $
SCHOOL HOUSE LOT NEW PURCHASE
Appropriated $
Paid:
Hazel Farnham Gray $ 41.25
Eva Farnham Norton 36.25
Herman Farnham 36.25
Ralph Farnham 36.25
John Gerrish 25.00 $
Unexpended $
SHORT TIME LOANS 1948
Received of Rumford Falls Trust Co.:
April 15, 1948 $
May 15, 1948 
November 30, 1948
3,705.51
947.28
250.00
175.00
75.00
5.000. 00
5.000. 00
3.000. 00
T O W N  OF PERU 19
Paid Rumford Falls Trust Co.:
June 1, 1948 $ 10,000.00
Jan. 15, 1949 3,000.00
STATE TAX
Assessed 1948 $ 7,035.06
Paid:
State Treasurer December 1, 1948 7,035.06
COUNTY TAX
Assessed 1948 $ 3,007.00
Paid:
Robert W. Goodwin August 2, 1948 3,007.00
TOWN CEMETERIES
Appropriated $ 100.00
Paid:
Derriel Bryant $ 99.15 99.15
Unexpended $ .85
TOWN OWNED BUILDINGS
Appropriated $ 500.00
Paid:
Walter Byron $ 2.50
Chas. Lane 8,50
S. A. Hazelton 3.11
Lillian Martin 3.75
Algot Bartholdson 700.00 $ 717.86
Overdrawn $ 217.86
HEALTH NURSING 1948
Appropriated $ 100.00
$ 100.00 $ 100.00
P aid :
Treasurer of State
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MEMORIAL DAY
Appropriated
Paid:
Frank M. Taylor $
A. C. McNeill 
G. O. Gardner
$ 20.00
10.00
10.00
4.50 $ 24.50
Overdrawn $ 4.50
WITHHOLDING TAX
Received from Arlene Jordan, Town Treas.
Paid Col. of Internal Revenue, ending Jan. 1, 1949
$ 1,161.90
1,161.90
Bal. on hand: $ 111.30
TEACHERS’ RETIREMENT FUND
Received from Arlene Jordan, Town Treas. $ 313.55
Paid: Treas. of State, Jan. 1, 1949 for 1948 313.55
Balance on hand for 1949, $ 54.00
WAITE & KNIGHT CEMETERY TRUST FUND INTEREST
Hollis Turner Trust Fund Interest $ 51.77
Paid:
Anthony Mockus $ 1.13
Arthur Shaw 1.13
Geo. Byron 2.00
D. S. Bryant 22.50 $ 26.76
Unexpended $ 25.01
FIRE DEPARTMENT MAINTENANCE
P. F. P. A. $ 60.00
Mrs. Mary Bassett
%
100.00
Russell Wiken .75
State Treasurer 30.19
Appropriated $ 500.00
$ 690.94
Paid:
Milton Vaughn $ 2.25
Merwyn Putnam 1.88
William Donahue 1.88
William B. Austin 18.57
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Durwood Oldham 28.88
Victor Eastman 15.50
Harlow Lumber Co. 11.00
Ralph Kidder 28.41
Moose Horn Garage 15.94
Walter Hodge, Jr. 9.75
L. A. Farrar 34.77
Elwood Lovejoy 9.38
Blanchard Associates Inc. L04.80
C. L. Lufkin .75
Charles D. Child 11.25
Joe Floyd 12.38
Addison Lufkin 2.25
Lincoln Scott 11.00
Merle Knox 27.50
Eastern Fire Equip. 99.70
E. Corey & Co. 132.98
Foggs Trans. Co. 4.83
Rumford Oil Co. 28.35
Dixfield Fire Co. 85.00
Donald Lane 13.12
Ashley Rafuse 104.78
Lester Child .75
Marshall Garneau 1.50
Linus Libby 1.50
Arthur Shaw 1.50
Jimmy Saunders 1.50
Howard Crawford 1.50
Kenneth Roberts 1.50
Oscar Putnam 1.50
Felix Godish 1.88
Malcolm Priest .75
Richard Powell .75
Earland Hall .75
Russell Lane 1.88
Ceylon Putnam 2.63
Russell Wiken .75
Zane Brown 1.88
John Child .75
Leith Calden .75
Colin Voter 2.63
Ralph Brown 1.88 $
Overdrawn $
845.43
154.49
22 A N N U A L  R E P O R T
MISCELLANEOUS ACCOUNTS
No Appropriation 
Received
Diamond Match Co., B.F.D. Div. $ 1.00
Mrs. Jennie L. Murray 1.00
Treasurer of State 56.48
Bank Stock Check 41.77
Peter Dragoon 375.00
Harold Boothby 2.00
Roland Burgess 4.00
Wilbur P. Hussey 1.00
Emp. Liability Assoc. Corp. 63.00
Rowena Gill 10.00
Excise Tax 1948 2,847.16
Available
Paid:
Peter Dragoon 30.84
Loring Short & Harmon 57.94
William Jordan 4.95
Marilyn Hall 6.00
Foggs Trans. 1.65
C. H. Robinson 2.50
Burroughs 10.52
Arlene E. Swan 28.50
Walter Byron 300.00
Harlow Lumber Co. 14.75
Holt Bros. Print Shop 22.90
Fred E. Hanscom 1.00
Rumford News Co. 5.00
Rumford Light Co. 93.56
New Eng. Tel. & Tel. Co. 91.60
Arlene Jordan 46.29
John Gerrish 6.50
Treas. of State 107.14
Isaac Searles 35.74
Rumford Falls Ins. Co. 588.93
Maurice Oldham 25.70
Rumford Publishing Co. 116.01
Arnold Bros. 664.09
Rumford Falls Trust Co. 56.95
Gilbert Brackett 237.52
Turners Cash Market .39
William Donahue 15.50
3,402.41
3,402.41
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Harvey Powers 5.00
Dr. G. G. Defoe 27.50
Dr. M. Rowe 13.00
Rumford Drug Store 28.75
Maine Municipal Assoc. 30.00
Dr. Dexter E. Elsemore 16.50
Paul E. Floyd, M. D. 26.00
Peter M. MacDonald 5.00
George Andrews 100.00
John Babb 4.00
Maine C. R. R. 12.46
Unexpended
ABATEMENTS
A. E. Small, Illegally assessed $ 3.05
H. Washburn, Illegally assessed 9.15
Heirs of Irving Brackett
Charlotte Stanwood, War Widow 102.18
Evelyn Putnam, War W idow 54.90
Luke Chaisson, Paid in Lewiston 3.00
Emery Cox, Under age 3.00
Dominic Bodwa, Unable to locate 3.00
John Powfell, Paid in Mexico 3.00
Arthur Smart, Over age 3.00
Chas. Sedgebear, Over age 3.00
Chester Taylor, Paid in Rumford 3.00
Retha Patterson, Town owned property 6.10
Everett Thomas, Unable to locate 3.00
Elmer P. Flagg, Unable to locate 6.10
DELINQUENTS
Wallace Andrews 
Ida Brann 
Lawrence Brann 
Derril Bryant 
Earl Byron 
Nelson Burns 
Roland M. Brooks 
Henry Cormier 
Arthur Eastman 
Frank Fitzmorris
2,840.68
561.73
205.48
21.30 
48.80
18.30 
15.86
18.30
3.00
3.00 
134.46
6.66
3.00
Odilon Fleury 3.00
Arthur L. Floyd 10.63
Warren Gammon 22.88
Joseph Green 12.20
Ira Gammon 169.35
Walter Hodge Jr. . 3.00
Ezra Hunt 134.81
Aubrey Kilbreth 45.70
Maurice Lacroix 253.76
David Roberts 3.00
Lucian Robinson Sr. 3.61
Tony Maddox 3.00
Guy Bryant 29.00
Alice Orino 6.10
Richard C. Walker 7.63
Earl & Jennie Turner 36.60
Joseph Lapointe 87.81
Joseph Lapointe 3.00
John Lobiskis 256.15
Ellery Porter 27.45
Charlie Porter 3.00
Wellington Scott 26.62
Winfred Swan 10.52
Harry Staples 43.92
Ralph Staples 3.00
Ray Skillings 3.00
William Thurston 16.73
Ray & Audrey Wentzell 3.05
Marcian Brown 22.88
Carmen Centifonti 18.30
David Harvey (Heirs of) 3.05
Fred Lovejoy 15.25
Paul F. Letteney 12.20
Flora Sawyers 6.10
James Scott 16.47
Earl Thornton 61.00
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$ 1,656.45
A
The following have paid but not in time to be excluded 
in the above statement:
Lawrence Brann 
Wellington Scott 
Harry Staples
$ 18.30
26.62 
43.92
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SCHOOL WATER ACCOUNT
Paid:
Harry C. Kenney 
S. B. Church Co. 
Taken from General Fund
$ 43.40
150.00 $
S
Paul Furc 
Robert Rideout 
Retha Patterson
ABATEMENTS OF 1947
$ 3.00 over age
3.00 unable to locate 
5.50 tax lien
Total $11.50
CEMETERY TRUST FUND INTEREST
Barlow Austin Fund:
Int. 1948
Paid Demeritt Assoc. 
Overdrawn
N. B. Woodsum Fund:
Int. 1948
Paid Demeritt Assoc. 
Overdrawn
$ .50
1.00
.50
1.00
$.50
.50
Gusta Lovejoy Fund:
Int. 1948 .63
Paid Demeritt Assoc. 1.26
Overdrawn - .63
Sumner Knox Fund
Int. 1948 .50
Paid Demeritt Assoc. 1.00
Overdrawn .50
Neil & Hemingway Fund:
Int. 1948 1.50
Paid Demeritt Assoc. 1.50
193.40
193.40
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Elmer E. Demeritt Fund:
Int. 1948 2.01
Paid Demeritt Assoc. 2.00
Balance
James C. Abbott Fund:
Int. 1948 1.64
Paid Demeritt Assoc. 1.64
John Martin Fund
Int. 1948 1.00
Paid Demeritt Assoc. 1.00
Elias Lovejoy Fund:
Balance 1947 
Int. 1948
Balance
Lora E. Britton Fund:
Balance 1947 
Int. 1948
Balance
Charles Gammon Fund:
Balance 1947 
Int. 1948
Balance
Ida M. Goodnow Fund:
Balance 1947 
Int. 1948
Balance
Clementine Simpson Fund:
Int. 1948
25.90
2.02
1.84
1.00
5.85
4.04
3.84
4.04
2.68
$ .01
27.92
2.84
9.89
7.88
Balance 2.68
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Jessie Cushman Fund:
Balance 1947 3.69
Int. 1948 1.00
Balance 4.69
BUDGET COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Rodney Linnell, Chairman
John Gerrish 
Leslie Irish 
Dana Green 
Mabelle Robinson 
George Heffron
Lubert McGuire 
Elmer Henry 
Howard Hilton 
Milton Vaughn 
Elmore Vaughn
Sidney Hazelton 
Harold Packard Sr. 
Clementine Walker 
Lucy Searles
Unexpended accounts
Miscellaneous account $ 561.73
Worthley Pond Dump 83.82
Worthley Pond Road West Side 209.63
Snow Removal 2,225.32
Third Class 13.06
Special Resolve 92.04
Town Lights 74.22
New School House Lot 75.00 $ 3,817.44
Overdrafts
Town Officer Account 
Peru Fire Department 
Pleasant Street 
Support of Poor 
Memorial Day
Repair on Town Owned Buildings
61.92
154.49
23.74
947.28
4.50
217,86 $ 1,409,79
Unexpended over the overdrawn 2,407.65
NEW FIRE STATION & GARAGE
Appropriated
Unexpended
$ 2,500.00
2,500.00
FINANCIAL STANDING OF THE TOWN
Cash on hand $
Taxes of 1948 
Taxes of 1947 
Tax Lien
9,633.47
1,656.45
6.05
99.00
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TOWN OWNED PROPERTY
Burchard Malone Lot 25.00
Glenroy Miller Lot 25.00
Retha Patterson Lot 100.00
BILLS RECEIVABLE
Due from Town of Bethel 40.56
Due from Town of Brunswick 5.50
Due from Town of Rome 28.02
Due from Town of Hartford 56.00
Total $ 11,731.05
Excise Tax on Hand $ 409.48
Respectfully submitted,
MAURICE OLDHAM 
ISAAC SEARLES 
GILBERT BRACKETT
Selectmen of Peru
REPORT OF SEALERS OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES
Tested Jime 21, 1948
S. A. Hazelton — 1 gas pump, 1 kerosene pump, 1 large counter 
scale.
Worthley Pond:
Caliendo’s — 1 small counter scale.
J. B. Emery — 1 gas pump.
Ralph Kidder’s Store — 2 gas pumps, 1 kerosene pump, 1 large 
counter scale, 1 small counter scale.
West Peru Cash Market — 1 small spring scale.
J. Turner Store — 1 large counter scale;
Grain store — 1 platform scale.
E. Farrar, Moose Horn Garage — 2 gas pumps.
G. Gordon — 1 gas pump.
Kidder’s Store, Peru — 1 gas pump, 1 electric counter scale, 
1 platform scale, 1 kerosene pump.
City Service: Tested Jan 20, 1949 — 2 gas pumps.
Tested and Approved
COLA D. YORK 
Sealer of Weights and Measures.
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TREASURER'S REPORT
RECEIPTS
Balance on hand, February 2, 1948 $
Tax bills of 1947 $ 557.99
Tax bills of 1948 59,830.55
Excise tax of 1948 2,221.10
Excise tax of 1949 409.48
Withholding tax of 1948 968.00
Withholding tax 1949 111.30
Teacher’s Retirement Fund 1948 279.45
Teacher’s Retirement Fund 1949 54.00
Earland Bowie, Snowplowing 4.25
Chester McDaniels, Snowplowing 25.00
Byron Joy, Hire of Town Equipment 78.40
Sam Campbell, Hire of Town Equipment 77.88
Thomas Dickson, Bulldozer account 30.00
Oscar Putnam, Bulldozer account 50.00
Hubert Priest, Bulldozer account 12.50
Town of Peru, Bulldozer account 27.50
Town of Peru, Truck account 958.37
Rollins Kidder, Tar account ' 17.85
Alex Dragoon, Tar account 22.32
Rollins Kidder, Gravel account 18.20
Frank Norris, 1 cord of wood 6.00
Reimbursements on accounts:
Merle B. Knox, Jr. 9.50
Rumford Community Hospital 3.00
Ludwick Baltruzaytis 72.00
Ralph Kidder 14.66
Stanley & Cadigan 230.72
Ludwick Baltruzaytis, Employee’s Insurance 18.00 
George Byron, Employee’s Insurance 63.00
Ralph E. Atkins (Aurie Knight account) 140.00
Reimbursements on Other Towns Poor:
Town of Bethel, (Hattie Manning account) 437.93 
Town of Brunswick
(Lillian Martin account) 274.74
%
D ,482.3 2
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Uncancelled, returned checks:
Treasurer of State, Highway Dept. 27.44
Russell Wiken, Fire Dept. .75
Wilbur P. Hussey, East Peru School
House, account 1.00
Roland Burgess, Service charge 4.00
Town of Carthage, Supplies 18.75
Kenneth Fordham, Lot in East Peru
Cemetery 10.00
Mrs. Rowena Gill, Lot in East Peru
Cemetery 10.00
Peter Dragoon, purchased Dolan Lots, 375.00
George Byron, Snow plow wing 5.00
J. Leighton Knight, Frank Potter account 22.23
Gilbert L. Brackett, R. I. Mitchell account 3.30
B-F-D, Victualer’s License 1.00
Mrs. Jennie Murray, Victualer’s License 1.00
Mrs. Mary Bassett, Donation to Peru
Fire Dept. 100.00
P.F.P.A., Donation to Peru Fire Dept. 60.00
Rumford Falls Trust Co. Loan to
Town of Peru 13,000.00
Received from Treasurer of State:
State Aid 272.72
Forestry 16.01
Forestry, % of Fire bill 14.18
Snow Removal 429.86
Public Utilities, Cutting bushes 12.21
Bank Stock Tax 41.77
Town Road Improvement 724.41
Dept, of Education, Subsidy 67.12
School Fund 4,004.13
Dog License Refund 44.27
Highway, State Aid 3,613.33
State Aid, Payment No. 2 417.61
Interest on Cem. Lot Trust Funds 24.56
Harvey Neal, Cem. Lot Trust Fund 50.00
New England Metal Co. (Credit on
returned culvert) 117.80
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EXPENDITURES
Warrants Paid $ 86,363.99
Balance on hand 9,633.47
$ 95,997.46
Respectfully submitted,
ARLENE JORDAN, 
Treasurer of Peru, Maine.
VITAL STATISTICS
To conform with State Regulations and practice of other 
towns, the detailed list of Births, Marriages and Deaths are not 
being published. A summary of transactions as recorded by the 
Town Clerk, for the year is given below:
Births .................................................  21
Marriages .......................................  22
Deaths .............................................  33
Respectfully submitted,
ARLENE JORDAN, 
Clerk of Peru, Maine.
DOGS LICENSED
Males ....................................................  77
Females ..........................................  10
Spayed Females ...............................  30
Attest:
Paid Treasurer of State
117
$145.30
ARLENE JORDAN, 
Clerk of Peru, Maine.
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REPORT OF
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
To the Superintending School Committee and Citizens of 
the Town of Peru:
I hereby submit my third annual report of the Peru Schools: 
There were no changes in teachers at the opening of school 
last September. It is fortunate for the town that in this 
period of acute teacher shortage we are able to retain such 
a competent staff.
Our most acute problem is the increasing enrollment in 
the primary grades. Mrs Willoughby is at the present time 
teaching 56 pupils in the primary room, an achievement which 
she accomplishes with skill and competence, but which in­
volves a teaching load that ought not be imposed upon a 
teacher. Some consideration was given to placing the Sub- 
Primary in the present lunchroom with an added teacher. This 
would mean giving up the lunchroom and using two class­
rooms during the noon hour. The other alternative, tentatively 
approved by the School Committee, is to discontinue the Sub- 
Primary Grade next September, and admit pupils to the first 
grade who are six years of age or who will reach the age of 
six by January 15. By thus eliminating the five-year old group, 
we can continue with the present number of teachers and re­
lieve to some extent the teaching load.
Statistics relative to teachers, enrollment and attendance 
follow :
School— West Peru 
Grades VII and VIII
Principal 
Grades V and VI 
Grades III and IV 
Sub-Primary, Grades
I and II
TEACHERS
Teachers Annual Salary
Evelyn Russell 
Janice Starbird 
Aileen Sherwood .
$1,800.00
1.700.00
1.700.00
Elizabeth Willoughby 2,000.00
ENROLLMENT
Enrollment by grades for the Fall Term, 1948.
Grades S.P. I II III IV V VI VII VIII Total
No. Pupils 19 25 12 18 19 21 23 19 22 178
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ATTENDANCE
Attendance and Average Attendance for the entire year, 1948:
Winter Term Spring Term Fall Term
Grade Att,. Av. Att. Att. Av. Att. Att. Av. Att.
S. P. 28 21.49 23 18.16 19 16.11
I 13 10.90 13 11.26 25 22.69
II 13 11.55 11 10.05 12 10.39
III 16 14.60 17 16.18 18 16.38
IV 21 18.33 21 18.45 19 16.82
V 19 12.90 22 13.39 21 18.13
VI 16 15.06 16 14.94 23 19.00
VII 22 20.50 24 21.89 19 17.94
VIII 14 13.15 14 13.22 22 18.68
162 138.48 161 137.54 178 156.14
Pupils not absent for the school year (1947-1948) ending
June 1948:
Sub-Primary: Gloria Priest 
Grade II: Janet Robbins
Grade IV: Robert Child and Marlene Robbins
Grade V: David Horne and Darla Tibbetts
Grade VI: James Dragoon, Joyce McGuire and Ruby Palmer
Grade VII: Gloria Byron, James Child and Marjorie Millett
Grade VIII: Joan DeFosse and Richard Dragoon
HIGH SCHOOL TUITION
The total number registered at different high schools for 
the Fall Term beginning last September is 53. Of these 2 left 
school or moved during the term, leaving 51 enrolled at the 
present time. Eleven seniors will be removed from the list 
by graduation next June, and about 15 will be added in Septem­
ber, so that we may anticipate paying tuition for at least 55 
next year.
Athalie Child is still continuing private tutoring under
s /
Frances McIntyre in order to complete the work of the Senior 
year, at which time she will receive the regular high school 
diploma. Athalie deserves our commendation for her keen 
interest in educational advancement despite her illness .
The follow ing are enrolled in different high schools as of 
January 31, 1949:
9
At Stephens High School, Rumford: Freshmen— Henry 
Byron, Lloyd Constantine, Beverly Garneau, Rita Kenney, 
Pauline MacPhee, Joseph Norris, Norene Ring; Sophomores— 
Kenneth Gill, Conrad Knox, Sally Norris, Malcolm Priest,
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Lorraine Robichand; Juniors— Sylvia Byron, Avis Child, Mar­
garet Goddish, Russell Lane, Frank Norris; Seniors— Gloria 
Brown, Betty Child, William Donahue, Peter Dragoon, Clifford 
Gammon, Marion Gill, Priscilla Haynes, Charlene Priest.
At Dixfield High School: Freshmen— Joan DeFosse, Pres­
ton Donahue, Wilma McGuire, Richard Barnett; Sophomores—- 
Dale Briggs, John Child, Leon Dragoon, Conrad Hall, Erlon 
Hall, Elizabeth Hunt, Muriel Knox, Rowena Nile, Arthur Shaw; 
Juniors— Janice Dolloff, Marshall Garneau, Lila Knox, Mar­
lene Luce, Mary Porter; Seniors— Charles Child, Betty Porter, 
Joan Trubee.
At Mexico High School: Freshmen— William Bryant, 
Cephas Irish; Junior— Robert Worthley.
At Gould Academy, Bethel: Sophomore— Eileen Linnell.
At Canton High School: Sophomore— Alfred Tibbetts.
REPAIRS AND EQUIPMENT
During this past year we have, in addition to the usual 
maintenance work, done considerable interior painting, pur­
chased six new desk units, applied a fire-proof ceiling in the 
boiler room, and applied an asbestos-base covering to the roof.
When the water shortage necessitated the closing of school 
last Fall, we were forced, in order to maintain school, to pur­
chase and install in the basement a 1000-gallon wooden tank 
for water storage with which to operate the flush toilets. A  
cooler supplied with Mt. Zircon water, was placed in the 
basement for drinking purposes.
Safety precautions, recommended by the Fire Chief and 
the State Fire Insurance Commissioner, required us to install 
two exterior fire escapes, with four exit doors equipped with 
panic bars to be cut through the building, provision of the 
boiler room ceiling, fusable-link oil shut-offs as added pre­
caution of the furnaces, and other minor changes.
The fire escapes were financed without the use of school 
funds. The other items were paid or will be paid out of the 
repairs account, and these items constitute the main reason 
for a continued overdraft in this account.
FINANCES
At the closing of the books February 1, 1949, all bills in­
cluding all tuition for the Fall Term, have been paid, so that 
our status is somewhat better than during the two previous 
years when a part of the Fall tuition was carried forward to 
the next appropriation.
In the year ahead we must anticipate, in line with increas­
ing costs in schools throughout the State increases in salaries, 
in conveyance, in tuition, and in materials. The fact that we 
have a small balance and that all bills have been paid to date 
will allow us, we believe, to meet some additional increase 
in expense and increase the budget by only $500 to defray the 
remaining costs of fire escapes. Examination of the financial 
statement will show that we have overdrafts in the following: 
Repairs and Equipment, $300.86; Superintendence, $39.80; and 
Office Expense, $3.87; and unexpended balances in Common 
Schools, $770.57, and Gammon Gift, $149.42. Subtracting the 
overdrafts from the unexpended balances leaves $575.46, the 
amount of cash on hand.
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BUDGET
The budget for 1949 as prepared by the school officials 
is increased by $500 over that presented last year. The extra 
amount is to take care of the balance on fire escapes. It is 
offered for consideration at the annual town meeting. If how­
ever, the Sub-Primary should be retained and another be 
necessary, the sum of $1500.00 should be added to Common 
Schools.
Common Schools $11,000.00
High School 6,600.00
Books and Supplies 600.00
Repairs and Equipment 1,700.00
Superintendence 504.20
Office Expense 45.00
Interest on School Fund 34.38
$20,483.58
CONCLUSION
Our great need is still an adequate water supply. Since 
the Selectmen have been authorized to proceed, we feel as­
sured that the school will have a satisfactory source of water 
by next September.
Mr. Gerrish has continued his excellent work in keeping 
our building in the best possible condition. Next summer 
the outside of the building should be painted. To delay longer 
will mean a much more expensive undertaking.
The continued interest and help of citizens in the town 
is heartening. In many ways individuals and organizations 
have shown the desire to help by assisting with costumes,
36 A N N U A L  R E P O R T
by gifts and by financial aid. In addition to the usual Swasey- 
Torrey Post American Legion awards presented at graduation, 
this year the Local Union of Stowell-McGregor Company is 
presenting a valuable prize to a member of the graduation class 
who excels in effort and improvement in school work, school 
citizenship, character, and who has some plan for self- 
improvement after graduation.
Once again I want to express my appreciation to the 
Superintending School Committee, other town officials, the 
teachers, parents and pupils, without whose vaulable aid my 
work would be greatly handicapped.
Respectfully submitted,
GERALD D. CUSHING
Superintendent of Schools
FINANCIAL STATEMENT
COMMON SCHOOLS
Receipts
Balance (1947)
Appropriation
Interest on School Fund
Transferred from State Fund
$ 229.33
11,000.00 
34.38
2,919.64 $14,183.35
Expenditures
Teachers’ salaries 
Janitor and Cleaning 
Conveyance 
Fuel
Professional Credits 
Handicapped Children
$ 6,712.00 
945.64 
4,526.80 
1,114.09 
100.00
14.25 $13,412.78
Unexpended $ ' 770.57
HIGH SCHOOL TUITION
Receipts
Appropriation
Transferred from State Fund 
From State for Handicapped Children
$ 7,000.00
184.96
67.12 $ 7,252.08
Expenditures
Paid Town of Rumford 
Paid Town of Dixfield 
Paid Town of Mexico
$ 4,196.08 
2,265.00 
261.00
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Paid Town of Canton 
Paid Gould Academy 
Paid Frances McIntyre (Tutoring)
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90.00
238.00
202.00 $ 7.252.08
BOOKS AND SUPPLIES
Receipts
Appropriation $ 600.00
Transferred from State Fund 899.53 $ 1,499.53
Expended $ 1,499.53
REPAIRS AND EQUIPMENT
Receipts
Appropriation $ 800.00
From Town of Weld 18.75 $ 818.75
Expenditures
Overdraft (1947) $ 304.37
Expended 815.24 $ 1,119.61
Overdrawn * $ 300.86
SUPERINTENDENCE
Receipts
Appropriation $ 504.20
Expenditures
Overdraft (1947) $ 26.60
Expended 517.40 $ 544.00
Overdrawn $ 39.80
OFFICE EXPENSE
Receipts
Balance (1947) $ 20.58
Appropriation 45.00 $ 65.58
Expended $ 69.45
Overdrawn $ 3.87
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GAMMON GIFT
Balance Unexpended $ 149.42
STATE OF MAINE
Received for Handicapped Children $ 67.12
For High School Tuition 1,000.00
For Teaching Positions 1,760.25
For Professional Credits 100.00
For School Enrollment 643.88
For Closed Schools 500.00
Total State School Fund 
Transferred to Common Schools 
Transferred to High School Tuition 
Transferred to Books and Supplies
$ 2,919.64 
252.08 
899.53
$ 4,071.25
$ 4,071.25
RECAPITULATION
Expendi- Over-
Account Receipts tures Balance drawn
Common Schools $14,183.35 $13,412.78 $770.57
High School Tuition 7,252.08 7,252.08
Books and Supplies 1,499.53 1,499.53
Repairs and Equip. 818.75 1,119.61 * $300.86
Superintendence 504.20 544.00 39.80
Office Expense 65.58 69.45 3.87
Gammon Gift 149.42 149.42
$24,472.91 $23,897.45 $919.99 $344.53
Total Unexpended 575.46 575.46
$24,472.91 $24,472.91 $919.99 $919.99
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WARRANT FOR ANNUAL 
TOWN MEETING
State of Maine County of Oxford, ss.
To Rollins Kidder, a Constable of the Town of Peru in 
the County of Oxford, Greeting:
You are required, in the name of the State of Maine, to 
notify and warn the inhabitants of the Town of Peru, qualified 
to vote in town affairs to assemble at the Town Hall, in said 
Town on Monday, the Seventh day of March A. D. 1949, at 
10 o ’clock in the forenoon to act on the following articles to 
wit:
Art. 1. To choose a moderator to preside at said meeting.
Art. 2. To choose a Clerk for the ensuing year.
Art. 3. To see if the Town will accept the report of
the several Town Officers.
Art. 4. To see if the Town will vote to instruct the
Selectmen to appoint one or more Road Commissioners for 
the ensuing year.
Art. 5. To see if the Town will vote to elect one or 
more Road Commissioners.
Art. 6. To fix compensation of the collector of taxes.
Art. 7. To choose all necessary Town Officers, Select
men, Assessors, Overseers of Poor, Fence Viewers, Surveyors 
of Wood and Lumber, Tax Collector, Road Commissioner, 
Treasurer, Sexton, Superintending School Committee, Con­
stables, Fire Chief and Health Officer.
Art. 8. To see how much money the town will vote 
to raise for the maintenance and Support of Schools, the Poor 
Maintenance, Repair and Maintenance of Roads and Bridges, 
the Maintenance of State and State Aid Road and Third Class
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Roads, Town Officers and to defray all other necessary Town 
charges.
Art. 9. To see if the Town will raise and appropriate 
$100.00 for public health nursing in Peru. Said sum to be 
expended by the Maine Department of Health and W el­
fare, Bureau of Health, for local service.
Art. 10. To see if the Town will vote to hire a local 
nurse for public health nursing in Peru and raise money 
for same.
Art. 11. To see what sum of money the Town will 
vote to raise for Reconstruction of Third Class Road to make 
it acceptable as State Aid.
Art. 12. To see what sum of money the Town will vote
4
to raise for State Aid Road Construction in addition to the 
amounts regularly raised for the care of Highways and Bridges 
under the provisions 25 and 29 Chapter 20. Revised Statutes 
1944 as amended.
Art. 13. To see what sum of money the Town will vote 
to raise for tarring Dolloff Street.
Art. 14. To see what sum of money the Town will 
vote to raise for Snow Removal.
____ »
Art. 15. To see what sum of money the Town will vote 
to raise to widen, resurface and tar Pleasant Street or take 
any action thereto.
Art. 16. To see what sum of money the Town will vote 
to raise and appropriate to continue road construction on West 
Side of Worthley Pond. Said construction to be the same 
general type and width as former construction.
Art. 17. To see what sum of money the Town will vote 
to raise for resurfacing and widening the road from Peru 
Center extending towards Caspers.
Art. 18. To see what sum of money the Town will vote 
to raise to defray the expense of the water for the school.
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Art. 19. To see what some of money the town will vote 
to raise for Town Owned Buildings, repairs and maintenance.
Art. 20. To see what action the Town will take in 
regard to a dump at West Peru and raise money for same.
Art. 21. To see what sum of money the Town will vote 
to raise for the maintenance of Peru Fire Department.
Art. 22. To see if the Town will vote to raise $600.00 
for a fire hose dryer.
Art. 23. To see what sum of money the Town will vote 
to raise for installation of dry hydrants and construction of 
approaches.
Art. 24. To see if the Town will vote to buy two fire 
extinguishers for oil fires and raise money for same.
Art. 25. To see if the Town will vote to buy a two 
man portable forest pump and a pick up truck to carry same.
«r
Art. 26. To see if the Town will vote to allow the
Selectmen to attempt to induce private enterprise to establish 
a Water Corp. at West Peru with no expense to the town.
♦
Art. 27. To see what sum of money the Town will vote 
to raise for a new garage and fire station in addition to the 
sum now on hand.
Art. 28. To see what sum of money the Town will vote 
to raise for a bull dozer blade for the D-7 Tractor.
Art. 29. To see what sum of money the Town will
vote to raise for a shovel attachment for the D-7 Tractor.
Art. 30. To see if the Town will vote to adopt the
follow ing by-law  relating to fireworks.
Section 1. No person shall at any time within the limits
of the Town of Peru sell, keep with the intention 
of selling, or giving away, discharge or set off or 
have in his possession for any of the foregoing
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purposes, any toy pistol, toy gun, toy blank cart­
ridge; any fire balloon, so-called, parachute or 
similar article carrying a lighted substance; any 
fireworks, fire crackers, torpedoes, bombs, paper 
caps, squibs, rockets, spin wheels, roman candles 
or other things containing any substance of an 
explosive nature designed or intended to be used 
as fireworks, provided, however, public display 
of fireworks may be given under a permit to be 
issued by the Board of Selectmen to competent 
persons and under such supervision as the Board 
of Selectmen may require.
Section 2. Nothing in the by-law  shall be construed to
prohibit a duly licensed dealer or broker from 
selling fireworks to any person or organization 
holding a permit for a public pyrotechnic display 
issued under the provision of section 1 of this 
by-law, or from selling fireworks at wholesale to 
be shipped or delivered beyond the limits of the 
Town of Peru.
Section 3. The provisions of this by-law  shall not apply to
the sale, possession or use of ammunition, fire­
arms, dynamite, flares and explosive devices for 
signalling purposes, or to blank cartridges for 
theatrical purposes or for signal purposes in 
athletic contests or sport events.
Section 4. Any person, firm or corporation violating any
provision of this by-law  shall be guilty of a mis­
demeanor, and upon conviction thereof shall be 
subject to a fine not exceeding twenty ($20.00) 
dollars for each offense. Each sale in violation 
hereof shall constitute a separate offense.
Section 5. All fireworks, firecrackers and pyrotechnics of
every kind and description shall, when the same 
are found and taken by virtue of a search warrant, 
or are found in the possession or under the control 
of any person arrested for the violation of the by­
law, be safely kept by the direction of the court 
or magistrate having cognizance of the case so 
long as may be necessary for their being used as 
evidence on any trial. Upon final judgment,
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all such articles shall be declared forfeited by the 
court, and ordered destroyed.
Section 6. Any Town by-law or part thereof inconsistent
herewith is hereby repealed.
Section 7. If any section of this by-law, or part thereof, be
declared invalid for any reason, it shall not affect
the validity of the remainder of this bv-taw.%/
Art. 31. To see if the Town will by unanimous vote 
raise and appropriate a sum of money to be donated to the 
Rumford Community Hospital.
Art. 32. To see if the Town will vote to raise money 
for the maintenance of Town Street Lights.
Art. 33. To see if the Town will vote to raise a sum 
of money for a typewriter.
Art. 34. To see if the Town will vote to allow the 
Selectmen to sell and convey by quit-claim deed any or all 
property acquired by tax lien.
Ar. 35. To see what sum of money the Town will vote 
to raise to start an equipment fund for maintenance and re­
pair of town equipment (and replacement) exclusive of fire 
equipment.
Art. 36. To see if the Town will authorize the Town 
Treasurer with the approval of the selectmen to hire such 
sums of money as may be necessary to pay Town charges and 
Town debts in anticipation of the collection of taxes and to 
issue and negotiate the notes of the Town for the money so 
borrowed to an amount not exceeding in the aggregate the 
total tax levy for the preceding municipal year as temporary 
loans to be paid during the year 1948 by the taxes.
Art. 37. To transact any other business that may legally 
come before said meeting.
The Selectmen give notice that they will be in session 
at the Town hall in Peru at 9 o ’clock in the forenoon on the
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seventh day of March, A. D. 1949 for the purpose of correcting 
the list of voters.
Given under our hands this 5th day of February A. D. 1949. 
A true copy attest:
MAURICE OLDHAM,
ISAAC A. SEARLES,
GILBERT BRACKETT,
Selectmen of Peru
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STATE DEPARTMENT OF AUDIT
State of Maine
STATE DEPARTMENT OF AUDIT
Augusta
November 10, 1948
Board of Selectmen
Peru
Maine
Gentlemen:
In accordance with Chapter 16, Section 3 of the Revised 
Statutes of 1944 and at your lequest, the records of the Town 
of Peru have been audited by Auditors C. N. Dyke and S. S. 
Davis for the period February 2, 1947 to February 1, 1948 
inclusive.
The examination was made in accordance with generally 
accepted auditing standards applicable in the circumstances 
and included all procedures which were considered neces­
sary. Insofar as could be ascertained within the scope of the 
examination, the financial transactions of the Town appear 
to have been appropriately handled, with such exceptions as 
may be noted in the accompanying Comments.
Exhibits and Schedules incorporated in this report present 
the result of the financial operations of the Town for the 
period designated.
A ll of which is respectfully submitted,
F M B /bf
Very truly yours,
FRED W. BERRY
State Auditor
COMMENTS
Re: Audit of Accounts — Town of Peru
February 2, 1947 to February 1, 1948
An audit has been completed of the financial accounts 
and transactions of the Town of Peru for the municipal year 
ended February 1, 1948.
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CASH
The cash balance on February 1, 1948, amounted to
$5,482.32, which amount reconciled with the records of the 
treasurer and the bank statement of the Rumford Falls Trust 
Company of Rumford, Maine.
An analysis made of the receipts and deposits indicated 
that all cash recorded as received had been promptly deposited.
It was ascertained that all disbursements had been made 
by check and that all warrants had been paid in full.
ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE
The item in this account represents a reimbursable ex­
penditure from the Town of Bethel for a charity case.
TAXES RECEIVABLE
The total taxes receivable on February 1, 1948, as shown 
by the records of the Tax Collector, was $662.54. This amount 
represents the 1947 unpaid accounts.
1947 TAX ASSESSMENT, COMMITMENT AND COLLECTION
The 1947 assessment and commitment records and collec­
tions on the 1947 commitment were examined. It was ascer­
tained that the warrant of commitment was in agreement 
with the assessment records and the tax list as committed 
to the Collector.
TAX ACQUIRED PROPERTY
Schedule A-3 reveals in detail the property acquired by 
town through nonpayment of taxes.
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE
The items in this account consisted of overpayments by 
the Tax Collector and an amount due the State for teachers’ 
retirement.
APPROPRIATED SURPLUS
The appropriated surplus represents the balances of 
certain appropriation or operating accounts, which are carried 
forward to the ensuing year.
UNAPPROPRIATED SURPLUS 
The unappropriated surplus represents the excess of as­
sets over liabilities. An analysis of the change in this account 
is shown on Exhibit E of this report.
REVENUE AND EXPENDITURES 
Presented on Exhibit F are the sources of the current year’s 
revenue and the departmental expenditures which reflect a 
net loss of $2,292.08 from operations.
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TRUST FUNDS
The savings accounts representing the investment of 
trust fund monies were examined.
It was ascertained that all income had been accounted 
for and credited to the proper funds.
All disbursements appeared to have been made in accord­
ance with the terms of the bequests.
GENERAL
The 1947 excise tax receipts, -6 0  to 387, and those for
1948, to 81, were verified by examination of the copies of
the receipts retained by the Collector. This examination
*
revealed that the Collector had overdeposited the sum of 
$2.00 with the Treasurer.
The overlay of $527.60 was within the legal limit of 5% 
of the appropriations plus state and county taxes.
The following corporate surety bonds were found on file: 
Treasurer $5,000.00
Maine Bonding and Casualty Company, #70125 
Collector $5,000.00
Maine Bonding and Casualty Company, #70602
All abatements allowed were examined and it was ascer­
tained that they had not been signed by a majority of the Asses­
sors as required by Chapter 81, Section 39, Revised Statutes 
of 1944.
Overdrafts were noted in several appropriation accounts, 
the summary of which is shown on Exhibit D. The Attorney 
General has rendered an opinion on this point and is is in­
cluded for the benefit of the municipal officers.
“ The municipal officers are bound by the terms of the 
articles in the warrant calling the meeting providing 
for the expenditure of money. The officers should not 
spend more than the taxpayers appropriated at town 
meeting, unless the statute expressly authorizes an ex­
penditure in excess of the appropriation.”
The provisions of Chapter 84, Section 81 of the Revised 
Statutes of 1944, however, relate to expenditures of monies 
for highway purposes and permit overdrafts in cases of emer­
gencies to the extent of 15% of the appropriation.
While a detailed audit of all transactions during the year 
was not made, we examined or tested accounting records and 
other supporting evidence by methods and to the extent deemed 
appropriate.
TOWN OF PERU
C O M P A R A T I V E B A L A N C E  S H E E T Exhibit A
February 2, 1948 February 1, 1947 February 2, 1948 February 1, 1947
GENERAL FUND
ASSETS LIABILITIES
Cash on Hand and In Bank $5,482.32 $11,316.33 Accounts Payable
(Schedule A-4) $ 37.48 $ 145.20
Due Trust Funds (Schedule A-5) 573.00 573.00
Accounts R eceivable ---------------------- — ------------------------------------- -----
(Schedule A -l) 186.50 1,558.68 Total Liabilities 610.48 718.20
£
Deferred Revenue - Excise Tax 264.65
T a x e s  R e c e i v a b l e  ( S c h e d u l e A-2) 662.54 1,458.00
SURPLUS
Tax A cquired Property Appropriated
Schedule A-3) 15.60 19.33 (Exhibit D) 4,132.96 
Unappropriated
(Exhibit) E) 1,603.52
9,299.19
4,070.30
Net Surplus 5,736.48 13,369.49
TOTAL - GENERAL FUND $6,346.96 $14,352.34 TOTAL - GENERAL FUND $6,346.96 $14,352.34
TRUST FUNDS
ASSETS LIABILITIES
Time Deposits (Schedule A-5) $2,571.94 $ 2,171.94
Due from  General Fund 
(Schedule A-5) 573.00 573.00
Principals (Schedule A-7) 3,144.94 2,744.94
TOTAL - TRUST FUNDS $3,144.94 $ 2,744.94 TOTAL - TRUST FUNDS $3,144.94 $ 2,744.94
